MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
When wre turn to Moscow we find a different situation.
Need Is far greater; houses exist for perhaps 25 per cent of
the total ultimate population; no less than 75 per cent have
to be built. If Moscow succeeded in building houses for
3 per cent of the population each year as England is doing
(at the height of the biggest building boom ever known),
it would take twenty-five years to solve the problem. If
Moscow succeeded in increasing this rate of output to 4 per
cent, the job could be finished in twenty years. It is, as I
have said, a gigantic task; but the Mossoviet has the advan-
tage, I believe, that there is no visible conflict of interests
and that they are likely to hold firmly to their purpose.
They can solve the problem in twenty-five years only by
maintaining a steady output proportionate to what is being
done in England to-day at the height of our building boom.
If they accomplish the task within twenty, or even twenty-
five, years, it will certainly be the finest housing achievement
in history.
One other contrast between Russia and England deserves
notice. In England we are at present building a very large
number of houses by private enterprise because, for some
combination of reasons "which the economists are endeavour-
ing to explain, the building of houses for sale has happened,
for the last few years, to yield a good profit to builders. The
result has been a building boom, and the drawing of a large
number of men into the building trade. This has occurred
on so large a scale that it is generally held to have been the
major cause of Britain's economic recovery during the last
five years. The boom will inevitably come to an end, and
be followed at most within two or three years by the usual
slump, which is likely to be all the more severe owing to the
height of the boom, The matter has on several occasions
been brought to the attention of the government. The
government has shown no sign of interest in it, still less any
sign that they have serious thought of endeavouring to take
action to try to even out these excessive booms and slumps
which are the major cause of unemployment in our building
industry.
In Moscow the building industry is to-day even more
busily engaged than ours. I was assured on all hands that
any competent person in the building industry could always
be sure of a job, winter or summer, the very day his last one
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